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U5, SEES MARGOS

Dissatisfaction Is Said'to Rise
Among His Supporters

By LESLIE H. GELB

|

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 — Authori- |
tative Administration officials said to- -
day that they expected high-level resig-
nations and defections from the Phi-
lippine Cabinet and financial institu-
tions and that these would add to the
pressures on President Ferdinand E. |
Marcos to seek accommodations with :
the democratic opposition. |

The officials insisted that the Admin-
istration was not promoting desertions.
i from the Marcos camp, but was ex-
pecting them based on the knowledge
of mounting unhappiness among Mar-
cos supporters. No names were men-
tioned.

The officials also said Mr. Marcos’s‘
acceptance today of Gen. Fabian C.
Ver’s resignation as Chief of Staff was
not enough to quell the dissatistaction.
As they understood the situation, Gen-
eral Ver would still retain his post as
head of intelligence and security, and
they said Washington wanted the gen-
eral out of power entirely. i

The Administration has long been
seeking General Ver's removal and
was gearing up for a new effort'to that

' end when, the officials said, Mr. Mar-
cos announced the general’s limited
resignation. The view in the Adminis-

. tration is that the general was involved

"in the assassination of Benigno S.
Aquino Jr., the husband of Corazon C.
Aquino, Mr. Marcos’s presidential op-
ponent in the Feb. 7 oresidential elec-

| tion. .

The Administration believes that
when the changes occur in the power!
structure and as Mr. Marcos is faced
with an expected wave of disapproval
from the United States Congress, he
will have to ask himself whether he is

ill i ition to govern.
sn‘l‘l'rll'?eaqggtion torghim vyill be not
only whether he can 2 Bte C B o

: e streets,

Sg‘x::ri(x)ali:t‘ration official who did not
want to be identified, “put whether he
can retain the services of respected
people, carry out necessary reforms
and carry on the functions of govern-

' ment.” .

| " «Marcos has a hell of a problem with

| the United States, including with Presi-
dent Reagan,” this official continued.

«He could hardly misinterpret Rea-
gan’s statement yesterday.”

| were ma.

LOSING HIGH AIDES,
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“ On Saturday, Mr. Reagan issued a
statement saying the evidence was §ub-
stantial, if not final, that “the elections
rred by widespread fraud and
violence perpetrated largely by the rul-
ing party.”

This went well beyond Mr. Reagan'§
previous remark that *both sides’
might have engaged in election mis-

conduct. A
stress on Reagan’s Stand

Administration officials said today
that the statement was intended not'
only as a signal of American concern to
the Aquino camp, but also as a clear no-
tice to Mr. Marcos of where the Presi-
dent stood. For a year n. W, Adminis-

tration officials have been trying to
convince the Philippine leader that Ad-

ministration unhappiness with his rule’
included Mr. Reagan and his top advis-

ers and not just the Administration’s

Asia experts,

The officials acknowledged that this
task was a complicated one in light of
their own uncertainty regarding Mr.
Reagan's ultimate position on Mr.
Marcos, a longtime anti-Communist.

Mr. Reagan’s statement Saturday
was said to have been a good indication
of the direction in which his feelings
were moving. But as a senior Adminis-
tration official said, “We won’t know
for sure about that and won’t get a pic-
ture of other differences within the Ad-
ministration until we face the hard

|
|

I

choices.”

Primary among these are whether
the Administration will go along with
an expected Congressional move to cut
off or suspend aid to the Philippines,
and whether the White House would be
prepared to tell Mr. Marcos directly
that he must leave office if the situation
in the Philippines continues to deterio-
rate.

Administration officials said Mr.
Reagan’s statement showed that the |
consensus was moving in those direc- !
tions and beyond a simple distancing
from the Philippine leader. They said
that the State Department had drafted
the statement and that it had been ap-
proved by the National Security Coun-
cil’s staff and the Pentagon with little
difficulty.

Reagan Phoned by Shultz

After that was done and the draft was
sent to the President in California, the
officials said, Secretarv of State -

George P. Shultz telephoned Mr. Rea- .

gan to lend his personal weight. *‘Shultz

didn’t have to make strong representa- °

tions,” an authoritative official said. .
w

Mr. Reagan had been cautioned
three advisers: Donald T. Regan, the
White House Chief of Staff,” Defense
Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger, and
Wwillial irect '
ntelligence. :
But according to two officjals, t \
senior advisers %1__3 not raise gt) ﬁ !
either to the statement or to t =
{ig of Phillp C. Habib as a special
Presidential envoﬁaﬁﬂt_gw
ThHe official said that Mr. Habib’s mis-
sion went beyond a general assessment

of the situation, and that the longtime
diplomat would seek tb teil *‘the facts

of life,”’ as one put it, to Mr. Marcos.

The officials also said Mr. Habib is
known to have longstanding questions
about Mr. Marcos. In addition, his prin-
cipal aide for the mission, John Maisto,
is a Foreign Service officer with close
ties to Aquino supporters. |

Resignation of Envoy Cited

As for the expected defections from
the Marcos Government, officials
noted that a few days ago the Phi:
lippine Ambassador to West Germany
resigned and that he was a man with in-
fluence and connections in his country.
They also pointed out that the wives of
several Marcos Cabinet officers and
sub-Cabinet officials had worked for
_the National Movement for Free Elec-
|tions, or Namfrel, the independent citi-
:zens’ group that monitored the presi-
dential election and that reported wid-
spread vote fraud by the Marcos camp.
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